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 Sustainable CUNY- Smart DG Hub 

• Mayor’s Office 
• NYC DOB 
• FDNY 
• NYCHA 
• ConEd 
• NYPA 
• NYSERDA 
• Department of Energy 
• NYC Solar Installer Roundtable 
• DG Hub Roundtable 
• National Laboratories 
• Industry Subject Matter Experts 
• CUNY Faculty (Hunter, City 

College, Energy Institute, CSI) 
 

• NY Solar Map & Portal 
• NY Solar/DG Ombudsmen 
• Solar/Storage Permitting Guides 
• Industry Training 
• Agency Training 
• NYC DG Roadmap 
• Property Tax Abatement Analysis 
• Solar Pro-Cert  
• Solarize Pilots 
• Summits and Workshops 
• Zoning Analysis 
• Largest Community Shared Solar 

Program in the Country (NYCHA) 
 
 

Robust Internship Program for CUNY Students 



New York City 

• Feb 2017  DG Hub, 
NYSERDA, FDNY, / DOB 
permitting initiative 

• Feb - Dec 2017 Weekly 
meetings with AHJs on 
guidelines 

New York City 

• April 2018 NYC outdoor 
permitting guidelines 
published 

• Sept 2018 DOB 1st storage 
bulletin 

• Nov 2018 UL flow charts 
developed 

 

New York City 

• Jan 2019  DOB 2nd storage 
bulletin 

• July 2019  ConEd Bulk 
Storage RFP issued 

• July 2019 NYS emergency 
rule published 

• Aug 2019 NYSERDA 
Guidebook published 

• Sept 2019 DOB storage 
zoning bulletin 

• Oct 2019 FDNY storage rule 
published 

• Nov 2019 Stakeholder 
feedback 

New York City 

• Feb 2020 Updated NYC 
Permitting Guide 

• April 2020 NYC UL 9540A 
Data Utilization Guide & 
Flow Charts 

• Dec 2020 Permitting in NYC: 
FDNY Emergency 
Management Plan 
Preparation Guide 

• Dec 2020 Permitting in NYC: 
Conceptual Design Meeting 
Preparation Guide 

National Standards 

• Aug 2017 IFC 2018 
published 

• Oct 2017 NFPA 855 first 
draft 

• Nov 2017 UL 9540A 1st 
edition 

National Standards 

• Jan 2018 UL 9540A 2nd 
edition 

• June 2018 UL 9540A 3rd 
edition 

• July 2018 NFPA 855 second 
draft 

National Standards 

• Sept 2019 NFPA 855 
published 

• Nov 2019 UL 9540A 4th 
edition 

2017 2018 2019 2020 

Timeline: ESS Permitting in NYC and National Standards 

National  Resource 

• Feb 2020 UL 9540A 2nd 
edition 



NYC Agencies & Approvals 

Authorities Having Jurisdiction 
(AHJs) 

NYC DOB 

Construction 

Electrical 

OTCR 

Con Edison 

Private 
Generation 

Interconnection 

NYC 
Fire 

Tech Management  
(engineers) 

Haz Mat 
Operations 

Equipment 
Approval/COA &  
Permit/Letter of 

Approval 

Standard 
Permits 

OTCR Letter of 
Acceptance: 

“Conditional” 
and “Final” 

CESIR & 
Interconnection 
Requirements 



DOB Permitting: Buildings Bulletin 2019-002 

• Issued January 30, 2019 

• Available at 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/bldg

s_bulletins/bb_2019-002.pdf  

• Outlines filing and submittal requirements, 

approval process for DOB standard permits 

and OTCR special approval. 

• References OTCR Battery Application 

Checklist, Required Submittal Information 

e.g. project design specs, safety features, 

etc. 

• Applies to specified battery chemistry types 

– lithium-ion, flow batteries, lead acid, and 

VRLA; indoor and outdoor. 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/bldgs_bulletins/bb_2019-002.pdf
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FDNY Permitting: FDNY Rule 3RCNY 608-01 

• Enacted October 1, 2019 

• Available at 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/fdny/codes/fire-

department-rules/fire-dept-rules.page  

• Establishes standards, requirements, and 

procedures for design, installation, O&M, 

record-keeping 

• Applies to outdoor systems only, not UPS, 

emergency/backup power 

• Applicability of requirements varies – 

depends on system size & battery chemistry 

type 
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NYC Outdoor Lithium Ion Permitting Guide 
• Comprehensive guide across all 3 approval entities – 

FDNY, DOB, Con Edison (for grid interconnection) 

• Originally published April 2018 

• Updated and re-released Feb 2020 

• Available at https://nysolarmap.com/media/2038/li-ion-

permitting-guide-updates_feb-2020final.pdf  

• Consolidates all application requirements, submission 

documents, project/site design requirements, and approval 

processes 

• Information provided: 

• Multi-agency Overview 

• Small/Medium/Large Process Flowcharts 

• Individual Agency How-To Details 

• Lithium-Ion Comprehensive Checklist 
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Permitting Process Flowchart: Small systems 

https://nysolarmap.com/solarplusstorage/  

https://nysolarmap.com/solarplusstorage/


Permitting Process Flowchart: Large/medium systems 

https://nysolarmap.com/solarplusstorage/  

https://nysolarmap.com/solarplusstorage/


NYC Outdoor Lithium Ion Permitting Guide 



Lithium Ion – Applicant Checklist Chart 



NYC Permitting: Recent Updates 

DOB Buildings Bulletin 2020-023  

• Released Dec. 15, 2020 

• Available at 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/bldgs_bulletin

s/bb_2020-023.pdf  

• Establishes new zoning designations/classifications 

for ESS as Accessory Mechanical Equipment. 

• Opens up additional potential rooftop siting. 

 

DOB Peer Review 

• Third-party analysis of 9540A test data application to 

fire protection design. 

 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/bldgs_bulletins/bb_2020-023.pdf
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NYC Permitting: Recent Updates (continued) 

Developer Guidance Document – Emergency Management Plan 

• Available at https://nysolarmap.com/resources/reports-and-guides/solarplusstorage/storage-permitting/  

• Provides an outlined summary of the information and details to include in the Emergency Management Plan, 

a required component of the permitting package for Large (>250kWh) and Medium (>20-250kWh) ESS 

projects 

Developer Guidance Document – Conceptual Design Meeting Prep Checklist 

• Available via link above 

• Provides a checklist of information suggested to prepare for initial meetings with AHJs 

FDNY Certificate of Approval 

• “Pre-approval” of ESS products – provides review and approval of products with installation 

criteria/specifications.  

• Not a new requirement – but as more ESS products obtain UL certification & testing, COA will become 

standard process, eliminates site-specific product/equipment approval.  
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NYC Permitting: In the Pipeline 

FDNY Fire Code Update 

• Current code revision process will update existing fire code chapter covering batteries 

• Will address indoor installations 

• Will address UPS, emergency, standby battery systems 

• Applicability of siting/installation/design/safety features will be based on equipment approval (FDNY COA, 

Certificate of Approval) 

 

DOB – NFPA 855 Adoption 

• Working group tasked with reviewing NFPA 855 and suggesting modifications to passages as needed. 

• NFPA 855 with modifications will serve as basis for streamlined DOB requirements for all battery types, 

indoor and outdoor systems.  

 



NYC Permitting: In the Pipeline 

Developer Guidance Document – Site Plan Checklist 

• Guidance document for creating Site Plan, part of the submittal package for 

Installation Approval 

• Pertains to outdoor, large (>250 kWh Li-ion) ESS  

 

Developer Guidance Document – Decommissioning Plan 

• Guidance document for creating ESS Decommissioning Plan, part of the 

submittal package for Installation Approval 

• Pertains to outdoor, large (>250 kWh) ESS  

 

Industry Outreach: Certificate of Approval Information Session 

• Information session(s) aimed at educating battery industry/manufacturers 

about the NYC COA process 



NYC ESS Interconnection Application History 



Smart DG Hub Projects: www.smartdghub.org  

http://www.smartdghub.org/


NYSOLARMAP.COM 



NYSOLARMAP.COM 



Thank you! 
 

Questions? Comments? 
Contact us at SmartDGhub@cuny.edu 

www.smartdghub.org   

mailto:SmartDGhub@cuny.edu
http://www.smartdghub.org/

