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Agenda 

• Employee Green Commuting 
events 

• GYCD 

• Employee Ride and Drive 
events 

• Best practices 
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Green Your Commute Day Overview 
• DEC has been holding a sustainable commuting 

event for staff each spring for the past 25 years 
• It has evolved into an entire State 

government/public effort 
• Expands upon bike to work week by 

incorporating any form of transportation that is 
not driving alone in a purely fossil fuel powered 
vehicle 

• Plug-in vehicles count, traditional hybrids don’t 
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1. To directly lower GHG emissions 
from transportation 

2. To spur new commuting habits 
amongst employees 

3. To see trends in sustainable 
commuting 

• See if we’ve started new habits 

GYCD Goals 
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GYCD Results 

• 2016 
 Over 700 state employees participating 
 Reduced CO2 emissions by 8.5 tons 

• 2017 
 Over 1,700 state employees participating 
 Reduced CO2 emissions by 19.5 tons 

• 2018 
 Over 2,350 state employees participating 
 Reduced CO2 emissions by 22 tons 
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Public Participation 
• In addition to encouraging State employees to 

participate, we encourage the public to join in 
as well 

• We don’t have registration or metrics data for 
public participation 

• We track it through social media engagement 
• Have a webpage with green commuting 

resources 
• Put it out on social media and through a 

Governor’s Proclamation 
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Posters and Branding 
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Posters and Branding Continued 
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Social Media Posts 
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Have Fun With It! 
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How You Can Join In 
• Promote participation in Green Your 

Commute Day to your employees 
• Friday, May 17th 2019 

• Feel free to use our poster, sample 
language, and promotional materials 

• Hold an employee recognition event 
• Calculate metrics if you want to  
• Post about it on social media 
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Employee Ride and Drives 
• Great way to engage 

employees 
• Is fun and educational 
• Makes employees feel 

more comfortable with the 
technology 

• No pressure environment 
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Ride and Drives Continued 
• Two different methods 

• Bring in an outside contractor or dealer to host the 
event 
 Pros 

• Simple to administer 
• More choice in vehicles 
• Sales/rebate information available 

• Organize one using your fleet vehicles 
 Pros 

• No cost to conduct 
• Employees get used to new fleet vehicles and have 

questions answered if they need to use vehicles for work 
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Logistics 
• Have pre-registration for time slots 
• Have a pre-planned route  
• Have an “EV team captain” in each 

car to explain the vehicle and answer 
questions 

• Conduct a follow up survey asking: 
• How likely you are in the next XY 

months to purchase a PEV 



 15 

Overall Take Aways 
• Make it cross cutting and not just an 

“environmental thing” 
• Make it fun! 
• Build metrics into the activity 
• Multiple points of contact 
• Find champions and provide them with clear 

instructions and tools on how to encourage 
participation 

• Celebrate individual successes and let people 
“own” their actions 
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Contact Information 
Brendan Woodruff  
Brendan.woodruff@dec.ny.gov  
(518) 402-9159 

mailto:Brendan.woodruff@dec.ny.gov


  

Zero-Emission Vehicles & Infrastructure 
Rebates for Municipalities 
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Clean Vehicle Projects 
Rebates available to municipalities: 
• Purchase or lease for no less than 

36 months of eligible clean 
vehicles – Open now 

• Purchase and installation of eligible 
infrastructure for charging and/or 
fueling of eligible  clean vehicles – 
To be announced 
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Clean Vehicle Rebates 
• Eligible vehicles 
 Recharged from an external 

source of electricity or from a 
hydrogen fuel cell 

 Maximum speed at least 55 
mph 

 Manufactured for use primarily 
on public streets, roads and 
highways 

 At least 4 kWh battery capacity 
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Infrastructure Rebates 

• Eligible infrastructure projects are any facility used primarily 
for public charging and/or fueling of eligible clean vehicles 

• Rebates up to $250,000 per facility 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjmkNrsm-XSAhVLQSYKHRp5BHcQjRwIBw&url=http://electrek.co/2017/01/24/bmw-nissan-dc-fast-charging-stations-electric-vehicles/&bvm=bv.149760088,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFadfokvlh6GaeiVRNCWny7IO3NDg&ust=1490103469753873
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Infrastructure Rebate Awards 
Eligible Infrastructure – first-come, first-served 
for projects that accumulate a minimum 
number of technical criteria points, until 
funds are exhausted within the category 
 
STOP! You must apply for the rebate before 
you do the installation! 
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Rebate Parameters – Vehicles, Round 3 
• $300,000 available 
• $2,500 rebate for 

vehicles with electric 
range of 10-50 miles 

• $5,000 rebate for 
vehicles with electric 
range of 50+ miles 
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How to Apply 
• First register through the Grants Reform Website 

(grantsreform.ny.gov/Grantees) 
• Download “Registration Form for Administrator” and 

follow instructions – MAIL it to the address 
specified 

 THEN 
• With the log-in information you receive, log in to the 

NYS Grants Gateway Grant Opportunity Portal 
(grantsgateway.ny.gov) to apply 

• Applications accepted until 3:00 pm ET, July 26, 
2019, or until funds exhausted.  
 

 
 

http://grantsreform.ny.gov/Grantees
https://grantsgateway.ny.gov/IntelliGrants_NYSGG/module/nysgg/goportal.aspx
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Vehicle Rebate Awards 
Eligible Clean Vehicles – first-come, first-
served until funds are exhausted within the 
category 
Submit the following documentation: 

• List identifying the vehicle make and model, 
the rebate amount requested for each vehicle, 
and the VIN for each listed vehicle 

• Proof of temporary or permanent vehicle 
registration for each vehicle 

• Bill of sale for each vehicle 
• Executed and signed vehicle lease or 

purchase agreement for each vehicle 
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For more information: 
Grants Gateway Opportunity Portal 
https://grantsgateway.ny.gov 
• Click on “Search Now”. 
• Type “ZEV” into “Search by Grant Opportunity” 

box and click “Search”. 
• Click on the relevant ZEV opportunity 

(vehicles or infrastructure). 
• Click on “View Grant Opportunity” to open or 

download the Request for Applications.  

 

https://grantsgateway.ny.gov/
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Volkswagen Settlement 

Beneficiary Use Plan: 
• Projects to reduce Nox, 

GHGs 
• $19.2M to light duty EVSE 
• https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/air

pdf/vwcleantransportplan18.pdf 
 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/air_pdf/vwcleantransportplan18.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/air_pdf/vwcleantransportplan18.pdf
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Climate Smart 
Communities  
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Climate Smart Communities Benefits 
Free technical assistance  
 Regional coordinators through NYSERDA 

Guidance & tools on mitigation & adaptation  
 Extensive website with info and decision-support tools 
Monthly webinars, email list,  

Funding 
 CSC grants  
 ZEV rebates 

Leadership recognition 
Networking 
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• 241 Registered (since 2009) 

 39% of New Yorkers live in 
these “pledged” communities 
(over 7.5 million people) 

 15% of ~1600 local gov’ts  

• 21 Certified (since 2014)  

 Leaders who have documented 
progress 

By the Numbers  

Full list at https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/participating-communities/ 
 

https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/participating-communities/
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/participating-communities/
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/participating-communities/
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/participating-communities/
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/participating-communities/
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Climate Smart Communities  
and Clean Vehicles 
Related certification actions: 
• Fleet Inventory - $$ 
o Collect complete & accurate information 

• Fleet Efficiency Policy - $$ 
o Set fuel-efficiency standard for acquisitions 

• Fleet Rightsizing - $$ 
o Match right vehicles to tasks 

• Advanced Vehicles -$$ 
o Acquire advanced vehicles 

https://climatesmart.ny.gov/ 
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Mark Lowery 
Office of Climate Change 
NYSDEC 
625 Broadway 
Albany NY 12233-1030 
climatechange@dec.ny.gov 
 
 

Connect with us: 
• DEC: www.dec.ny.gov 
 
• Climate Smart Communities: 
     https://climatesmart.ny.gov/ 
 
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/NYSDEC 

 
• Twitter: twitter.com/NYSDEC 

 
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/nysdec 

Questions? 
ZEVrebate@dec.ny.gov 
climatesmart@dec.ny.gov 
cscgrants@dec.ny.gov 
NYSDEC Office of Climate Change 
518-402-8448 

https://climatesmart.ny.gov/
mailto:ZEVrebate@dec.ny.gov
mailto:climatesmart@dec.ny.gov
mailto:cscgrants@dec.ny.gov
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